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William Greaves has done it all ð actor, 

director, producer and writer. One of his 

recent notable projects is a film for PBS 

about Ralph Bunche ð the first African-

American to win the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Robert Pelham was born on the eve of 

the Civil War. He earned a law degree 

from Howard University. Pelham 

worked for the U.S. Census Bureau for 

30 years and earned a  patent for a 

machine which tallied statistical totals. 

Evelyn Ashford became one of the 

world's fastest sprinters. In four Olympic 

games, Evelyn Ashford won five med-

als, four of them gold. 

Maurice Ashley ðchess player 

 He earned the rank of national master in 

1986 and became an international grand 

master ð one of only 470 in the world 

and the first African-American --in 1999. 

Dorothy West was one of the members 

of the creative outburst in the 1920s 

among young African-American artists 

and writers known as the Harlem Renais-

sance. 

Sarah Goode was freed from slavery and 

moved to Chicago, where she started a 

furniture store. She received the first patent 

ever granted to an African-American 

woman, for a bed that folded up into a 

cabinet, which then served as a desk . 
(no photo) 

Rosa Parks 

See Page 5. 

Bobby Short, great New York café 

society pianist and vocalist. His love 

was the great American song ð the 

durable work of Rogers and Hart, Cole 

Porter and the Gershwins. 

Fannie Lou Hamer  was often called 

"the spirit of the civil rights move-

ment."  Her best-known quote was "I 

am sick and tired of being sick and 

tired.ò 

Captain Frederick Branch, U.S. 

Marine Corpsðthe first African-

American to wear the uniform of a 

Marine officer. On the photo his wife 

Peggy is pinning on his bars  late in 

1945. 

Martin Robinson Delanyð doctor, 

editor, author, politician, judge and 

Army officer. During the Civil War he 

attained the rank of major, becoming 

the first African-American with a 

regular Army commission. 

Condoleezza Riceð the first African-

American woman to be Secretary of 

State. 

 

John H. Johnsonð publisher, owner 

of the highly influential "Ebony" 

magazine, profiling rising African- 

American figures in business, politics 

and the arts, and weekly magazine 

"Jet".  

Tony Dungy, now in his fourth season 

with the Indianapolis Colts and in his 

10th year as an NFL head coach,  is 

widely respected for his knowledge of 

the game and his calm demeanor. 

Lorraine Hansberry ð the first African- 

American woman to have a play produced 

on Broadway. Her play "A Raisin in the 

Sun" won the drama critics' Circle Award, 

making her the youngest American and 

the first black to receive it. 

Sidney Bechet's large, warm tone and 

rapid vibrato on the soprano saxophone 

is a unique sound, and his virtuosity on 

the difficult instrument helped it to be 

recognized in the jazz world.  

(no photo) 

Miriam Benjamin,  a Washington, D.C., 

school teacher invented a chair she called 

the "gong and signal chair for hotels",  a 

predecessor of the system universally 

used on airliners around the world.  

 

Ernest Just, a research biologist special-

ized in the study of cells, hoping that 

learning about healthy cells could lead to 

understanding diseases such as cancer. 

He was awarded the first Spingarn Medal 

from the NAACP. 

Arna Bontemps, poet, novelist, histo-

rian, writer of children's books and short 

stories, editor and librarian, helped 

shape modern African-American litera-

ture. His most important work is gener-

ally thought to be "Black Thunder."  

Dr. George Grant was one of the first 

African-American dentists, and also one 

of the first of his race to play golf. Using 

his dental skills, he fashioned the first 

golf tee, for which he received a patent 

in 1899. 

Sherian Cadoria became the first 

woman to command the all-male Military 

Police Training Battalion at Fort 

McClellan, Alabama. She served for 33 

months in Vietnam and, after 29 years in 

the Army, retired as a brigadier general. 

Lewis Temple was a slave from Rich-

mond, Virginia, who obtained his free-

dom and moved to New Bedford, Massa-

chusetts, where he worked as a black-

smith. He developed a harpoon known as 

"Temple's Toggle," for the whalers. 

Harriet Tubman was very brave, mak-

ing 19 trips into the South and helping 

over 300 slaves to freedom. During the 

Civil War, Tubman worked for the Union 

Army as a cook, scout, spy and as a 

nurse. 

Gordon Parks is one of the most tal-

ented American photographers. For 20 

years he was a photojournalist for "Life" 

magazine, producing 300 articles, and he 

is a member of the International  

Photography Hall of Fame. 

C. DeLores Tucker was the first African

-American and first woman to be Penn-

sylvania Secretary of State. She helped 

streamline voter registration, lower the 

voting age to 18 and started the first state 

commission on the status of women. 

George Edward Alcorn Jr., the assis-

tant director of Applied Engineering and 

Technology at the Goddard Space Flight 

Center. Honored as NASA's inventor of 

the year in 1984, he holds eight patents, 

and several of his inventions are used 

widely in the semiconductor industry. 

George Washington Bush was one of 

the pioneers who set out by wagon train 

to the West in 1844.  He moved north 

across the Columbia River in search of 

good land ð into what is now the state 

of Washington. 

Edward Davis ð the nation's first 

African-American new car dealer. With 

the backing of the Studebaker Co.,  he 

opened a dealership in Detroit in 1940, 

which he operated until the carmaker 

closed 26 years later.  
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Barack H. Obama is the 44th President 

of the United States and the first Ameri-

can president of Afro-American origin. 

See Page 12. 


